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Abstract 
This research contributes to the field of international higher education policy studies by 
mapping a particular set of Australian Government policies which conflated higher 
education and skilled migration to Australia between 2001 and 2010. The policies were 
derived from a convergence of dominant global discourses and worldwide trends of 
globalisation, neoliberalism, skilled migration and international student mobility. The 
research explores how these discourses shaped and influenced the fields of government, 
higher education and vocational education and training, as well as the market for 
international students, by focusing on the sites of interaction and contest between the fields, 
which at times were both complementary and antagonistic. The thesis interrogates the 
unintended consequences of a nexus of policies that derived from an economistic, 
neoliberal model for commercialising higher education and migration. The thesis is a 
contribution to international higher education policy studies by addressing how the 
establishment and disestablishment of policy towards international higher education 
students in Australia became symptomatic of the problems inherent in the wider global 
policy field of education. 
